COVID-19 Information for Schools
As we start to welcome back your students, residents, and faculty onsite we want to share with you
our COVID-19 Workability algorithms and our expectations of our schools and their students,
residents, and faculty. If you have questions about any of the following information please send an
email to StudentPlacement@EssentiaHealth.org.
Students, residents, and faculty coming onsite will be required to wear a cloth face mask and
screened each time they enter our buildings. If they have questions concerning COVID about whether
or not they should report onsite we need them to first reach out to you, the school. The school contact
should use our attached Workability Algorithms and the CDC Risk Assessment Guidance
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019 ncov/hcp/guidance risk assesment hcp.html) to decide if the
student/resident/faculty is allowed to report onsite or not. Please note that the documents are updated
continuously and reach out to us for questions, changes, or clarity. If a student/resident/faculty has
tested positive and it is determined they were onsite while contagious we would want you, the school
to reach out to your placement contact at Essentia Health, the Student Placement email address, and
the Essentia Health Workability hotline at 1-833-494-0837 (positive test calls only). For purposes of
contact tracing, we will need contact information for the student/resident/faculty along with what PPE
they were wearing while in our facilities, what day(s), times and units/departments they were on for
contact tracing. If it is determined by Essentia that a potential exposure to your student/resident/faculty
has been identified your Essentia Health contact or a member of the education team will contact the
school.
Students/Residents/Faculty will be expected to wear a mask when coming to the facility and this can
include cloth face masks. They will be provided an appropriate mask by Essentia Health once they
have cleared the screening station and are expected to wear it their entire time onsite except for meals
or breaks. Please see Doffing and Re-Donning processes below. All students/residents/faculty are
also required to wear appropriate eye protection for direct patient contact placements. All
students/residents/faculty will need to provide their own clean scrubs, unless on a surgical rotation in
the ORs.
Doffing Process
1. Perform hand hygiene.
2. Remove the mask by holding the ear loops or straps only. The front of the mask is contaminated,
so remove slowly and carefully.
3. After removing mask, visually inspect for contamination or damage. If damaged, contaminated or
wet the mask should be discarded.
4. If removed for a break the mask may be placed in a clean single use paper bag or placed external
side down on a clean single use paper towel.
5. Perform hand hygiene.
Re-Donning Process
1. Perform hand hygiene
2. Carefully remove the mask from the paper bag or from the paper towel by touching the ear loops or
straps only.
3. Place the mask on the face, touching the ear loops only. Do NOT touch the front of the mask.
4. Discard paper bag or paper towel if used.

5. Perform hand hygiene.

Re-use of Cloth Facemasks
Cloth facemasks are worn as a means of source control to prevent respiratory secretions produced
by the wearer from contaminating other persons and surfaces.
1. Cloth facemasks should be laundered daily using hot water washing and high heat drying and
reused.
2. It is the wearer’s responsibility to launder the cloth mask daily.
Eye Protection
1. To enhance student and faculty safety, they will wear eye protection (goggles or face shield) during
all patient care encounters in all care settings (ambulatory, acute care, long-term care).
a. Personal eyeglasses and contact lenses are NOT considered adequate eye protection.
b. Students who work behind a plexiglass barrier (e.g. Registration) are not required to wear eye
protection. If students or faculty perform patient care activities while not behind the plexiglass barrier,
eye protection is required (e.g. escorting a patient to another area of the facility).
2. Face shield is the preferred eye protection if available.
3. Eye protection must be disinfected when removed.
4. Eye protection should be disinfected and stored in a designated area until the next shift.
5. Eye protection may be disinfected and reused unless foam or cloth band is contaminated with
blood, respiratory or nasal secretions, or other body fluid or if the eye protection becomes damaged.
6. Eye protection is not to be worn on top of the head at any time.
Essentia Health will not allow students or faculty to participate in the care of patients who are
confirmed or suspected positive for COVID-19; nor participate in any procedure that would require an
N95 mask. Essentia Health will not provide N95 masks for students or faculty and does not expect
students or faculty to bring their own due to limited supply for frontline workers.
It is expected during this time that students/residents/faculty will remain on the unit or in the
department they have been assigned to be in for their time on-site.
Students/Residents/Faculty will also be expected to distance while on site including during breaks.
When not wearing a mask to eat or drink students/residents/faculty will need to remain at least 6 feet
apart and should not sit next to or across the table from one another. Students/Residents/Faculty
observed violating distancing or masking and eye protection requirements will be reminded of the
requirements and continued violation may result in being asked to leave our facilities.

